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It has been suggested thabpianismbe merged into this article or section.

S (Discuss)

Utopia, in its most common and general positive meanigf@rs to the human efforts to create a bettepeonaps
perfect society. Ideas which could be/are consilatde to radically change our world are oftenezhlitopian ideas.

"Utopian" in a negative meaning is used to disdreldias as too advanced, too optimistic or unrealisnpossible to
realize. Hence, for example, the use by Marxidtsyoh expressions as "utopian socialism".

It has also been used to describe actual commsifidiended in attempts to create such a societhofih some authors
have described their utopias in detail, and witleHiort to show a level of practicality, the teroidpia" has come to be
applied to notions that are (supposedly) too ogtiimiand idealistic for practical application.
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Basics of Utopia

Dictionary definition

Adjective - utopian: Look upUtopia in Wiktionary, the
free dictionary.
According to Oxford dictionary, it is usually usedgatively to

criticise proposals or ideas having or aiming fée\ael of
perfection of utopia which is impossible or verifidult to
achieve.

Noun - utopian:

The wordutopian can be used as a noun to mean someone who imaginpeses, or supports a utopia.
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Derivation of utopia

The termutopia was coined by Thomas More as the title of hisiLabokDe Optimo Reipublicae Statu deque Nova
Insula Utopi (circa 1516), known more commonly as Utopia. Yan cead the original text here
(http://la.wikisource.org/wiki/Utopia) , in the widource. Also a place

Etymology

The term "utopia" is combined from two Greek wordeo" (ou) and "place / land" (topos), thus megHrinowhere" or
more literally, "no-place / no-land". The word "pta" was created to suggest two Greek neologismslineously:
outopia(no place) an@utopia(good place). In this original context, the woedreed none of the modern connotations
associated with it.

Related terms

Anti-utopia questions the moral or practical validityuibpias

Dystopiais anegativeutopia.

Eutopia is apositiveutopia, roughly equivalent to the regular usehefword "utopia”.

Heterotopia, the "other place", with its real and imaginedgpbosities (a mix of "utopian” escapism and turning
virtual possibilities into reality) - example: cyispace. Samuel R. Delany's novel Trouble on TrigaubtitledAn
Ambiguous Heterotopit highlight that it is not strictly utopian (thgh certainly not dystopian). The novel offers
several conflicting perspectives on the concepitopia.

= QOurtopia combines the English 'our' with the Greek 'topmgfive 'our place' - the nearest thing to a utopianet
actually attainable,

Other subcategories include Arcadias and Cockaydieh Levitas is one who has developed such @cagation.

More's Utopia

Main article: Utopia (book)

Thomas More depicts a rationally organised soctetypugh the narration of an explorer who discovierfaphael
Hythlodaeus.

Utopia is based on Platdepubli¢ although More extended the communism of propergll citizens. Furthermore it is
a perfect version of The Republic where the beawtfesociety, eg. equalism and a general pacifistide, although its
citizens were all ready to fight if need be. Théseof society, eg. poverty and misery, are all oged. It has few laws,
no lawyers and rarely sends its citizens to watrhimes mercenaries from among its war-prone naighb(these
mercenaries were deliberately sent into dangerituetions in the hope that they would be killedjghidding the world
of a parasite).

It is likely that Thomas More, a religious laymahawnce considered joining the Church as a pniest,inspired by
monastical life when he described the workingsisfsociety. Thomas More lived during the age whenRenaissance
was beginning to assert itself in England, andoldemedieval ideals — including the monastic idealere declining.
Some of Thomas More's ideas reflect a nostalgighftrmedieval past. It was an inspiration for Rezlucciones
established by the Jesuits to Christianize andliz® the Guarani.

His book reached high popularity so the tertmpia became a byword for ideal concepts, proposalseses etc. Like
later utopian works, More's book contains expkeitl implicit criticisms of perceived faults in eting societies. Utopian
authors speculate that such faults could be elitathen societies designed around their favoredciples. The
innovations portrayed in utopian visions are usutical, revolutionary, inspirational, or specive.

Throughout the years, many interpretations of TroMare's worklUtopia, have arisen. Although countless individuals
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have chosen to accept this imaginary society assthiéstic blueprint for a working nation, othe@vi postulated More
intended nothing of the like. Some maintain theitpmsthat More'dJtopia functions only on the level of a satire, a work
intended to reveal more about England than aboidesdistic society.

Types of utopia

Economic utopia

These utopias are based on economics. Most of thened in response to the harsh economic conditbise 19th
century. Particularly in the early nineteenth cepitseveral utopian ideas arose, often in resptmt®e social disruption
created by the development of commercialism andalegm. These are often grouped in a greater 'latopocialist”
movement, due to their shared characteristicsgalfitarian distribution of goods, frequently witiettotal abolition of
money, and citizens only doing work which they gramd which is for the common good, leaving therhwimple time
for the cultivation of the arts and sciences. Oassic example of such a utopia was Edward Belsbooking

Backwarc Another socialist utopia is William Morrislews from Nowhereavritten partially in response to the top-down
(bureaucratic) nature of Bellamy's utopia, whichricriticized. However, as the socialist movendeneloped it
moved away from utopianism; Marx in particular beeaa harsh critic of earlier socialisms he desdréeutopian. (for
more information see the History of Socialism dgbic

Utopias have also been imagined by the oppositedithe political spectrum. For example, RoberH&inlein'sThe
Moon Is a Harsh Mistre: portrays an individualistic and libertarian utaptapitalist utopias of this sort are generally
based on perfect market economies, in which tteen® imarket failure—or the issue of market failisraever addressed.
Also consider Eric Frank Russell's book 'The GEsgilosion'(1963) which last section details an @toic and social
utopia. This forms the first mention of the idedl&TS'.

Political and historical utopia

Political utopias are ones in which the governnemtablishes a society that is striving toward peide. With that said,
many such governments tend to be harsh in its ¢xecof laws and allow little individualism if itanflicts with its
primary goals. Many strive for a controlled societyere the state or government replaces religiod§amily values
(and loyalties for that matter).

A global utopia of world peace is often seen asafrthe possible inevitable endings of history.

Sparta was a militaristic utopia founded by Lycwdilhough some, especially Athenians, may havegtatwas rather
a dystopia). It was a Greek power until its defaathe Thebans at the battle of Leuctra.

Religious utopia

These types of society are based on religioussdaaiis makes its members required to follow argkbe in the
particular religion that established it. These tembe the most common in history so far. The Glarisand Islamic ideas
of the Garden of Eden and Heaven tend to be a ébunopianism, especially in their folk-religiousrins: inviting
speculation about existence free of sin and powaergny sorrow, beyond the power of death (althdigtaven" in
Christian eschatology at least, is more nearlyvedent to life within God Himself, visualized as aarth-like paradise in
the sky). In a similar sense, the Buddhist conoéplirvana may be thought of as a kind of utopialiglous utopias,
perhaps expansively described as a garden of deligkistence free of worry amid streets paved gitl, in a bliss of
enlightenment enjoying nearly godlike powers, dteroa reason for perceiving benefit in remainiaighfful to a

religion, and an incentive for converting new mersbe

In the United States during the Second Great Awiakeof the nineteenth century, many radical religigroups formed
utopian societies. They sought to form communitiesre all aspects of people's lives could be gaathby their faith.
Among the best-known of these utopian societiestasShaker movement.

See alsoEnd of the world, Eschatology, Millennialism, Utapism
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Scientific and technological utopia

These are set in the future, when it is believed #ldvanced science and technology will allow w@opiving standards;
for example, the absence of death and sufferingngbs in human nature and the human condition.€Tinepian
societies tend to change what "human" is all abbethnology has affected the way humans have twedich an extent
that normal functions, like sleep, eating or evgoroduction, has been replaced by an artificialmae®ther kinds of
this utopia envisioned, include a society where &itmas struck a balance with technology and itaeety used to
enhance the human living condition (e.g. Star Triekplace of the static perfection of a utopibglitarian
transhumanists envision an "extropia”, an openlvewp society allowing individuals and voluntaryogipings to form
the institutions and social forms they prefer.

Garrett Jones published "Ourtopia" in 2004, argtivag, instead of a 'no place' we need to usdealiésources at our
command to make 'our place' proof against climhtage and obsolete tribalisms. Buckminster Fullesgnted a
theoretical basis for technological utopianism aetout to develop a variety of technologies ragp@iom maps to
designs for cars and houses which might lead ta&velopment of such a utopia.

One notable example of a technological and libemesocialist utopia is Scottish author lain M. RarCulture.

See alsohedonistic imperative, transhumanism, technoldgireyularity, abolitionist society, techno-utopia,
technocratic movement

Opposing this optimism is the prediction that adeahscience and technology will, through delibenaiteuse or
accident, cause environmental damage or even htyisagxtinction. These pessimists advocate presasitigainst the
premature embrace of new technologies.

Characteristics of Fictional Utopia

Many works of utopian fiction depict an outsidetjrae-traveler or a foreigner, who can be shownféfagures of the
society so that they can be shown to the reader.

Virginia Woolf was deeply critical of the level oharacterization shown in many utopias, flatly &#sgin her essay,
"Mr. Bennet and Mrs. Brown," "There are no Mrs. 8rs in Utopia.”

Examples of utopia

= Plato's Republi¢400 BC) was, at least on one level, a descriptiom political utopia ruled by an elite of
philosopher kings, conceived by Plato. (Companeidd_aws, discussing laws for a real city.) a Gbteqg text of
the book (http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/150)

= The City of Godwritten 413—-426) by Augustine of Hippo, descrilaesideal city, the "eternal" Jerusalem, the

archetype of all "Christian” utopias.

Utopia (1516) by Thomas More a Gutenberg text of the odip://www.gutenberg.org/etext/2130)

The Anatomy of Melancho(621) by Robert Burton, a utopian society is désd in the preface.

The City of the Sufl623) by Tommaso Campanella depicts a theoaaticcommunist society.

The New Atlanti§1627) by Francis Bacon

Oceana(1656) by James Harrington

The section irGulliver's Travel1726) by Jonathan Swift depicting the calm, ragicsociety of the Houyhnhms,

is certainly utopian, but it is meant to contraghwhat of the yahoos, who represent the wordtttimhuman race

can do.

L'An 2440("The Year 2440") by Louis-Sébastien Mercier.

Year 433891837) by Prince Vladimir Odoevsky

Voyage en Icari€1840) by Etienne Cabet

Cypress Creek in You Only Move Twice, a seasontegisode in The Simpsons

Erewhon(1872) by Samuel Butler

Looking Backward1888), by Edward Bellamy
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» Freiland (1890) by Theodor Hertzka

= News from Nowher€l891), by William Morris; see also the Arts anchffs Movement founded to put his ideas
into practice a Gutenberg text of the book (htgpamiv.gutenberg.org/etext/3261)

= Utopia, Limited(1893) is a Gilbert and Sullivan operetta in whickmall island nation reforms itself along British
lines, with amusingly utter success.

= Intermere(1901) by Wiliam Alexander Taylor.

= A large number of books by H.G. Wells, includidagModern Utopia(1905)

= Herland (1915), by Charlotte Perkins Gilman; an exclugiiemale utopia and its journey towards "bi-sexyali
as presented by one of three male explorers whszdder" the country.

= Aldous Huxley'sBrave New World1932) can be considered an example of pseuddamagtire (see also
dystopia). One of his other booksland (1962), demonstrates a positive utopia.

m Shangri-Ladescribed in the novélbst Horizonby James Hilton (1933)

= Islandia(1942), by Austin Tappan Wright, an imaginary &lan the Southern Hemisphere, a utopian containing
many Arcadian elements, including a rejection ohtlogy.

= B. F. Skinner'sValden Twd1948)

= Nineteen Eighty-Fouf1949) by George Orwell. A novel set in a futidsalmost dystopian society where privacy
is non-existent and an all-seeing entity known @sHBother controls the populace.

m Fahrenheit 45)1953), by Ray Bradbury. A novel set in a diffdr&riuristic society where the general populace is
controlled by the television and only do fun thingkey are, however, not permitted to read or heatbd.
"Firemen" actually set fires to libraries and tlmeibes of anyone who possesses written materials.

= The Cloud of Magellafl955) by Stanistaw Lem

= Andromeda Nebulél957) is a classic communist utopia by lvan Efvem

m The Great Explosion, Eric Frank Russell 1963 Inl#sg section setting out a workable utopian ecao@ystem
leading to a different social and political reality

m The Corridors of Timéy Poul Anderson (1965) features a protagonisurex by a woman from a future society
to go back in time to help her fight her dystopime-traveling foes, who dominate half the wordhier time.

The utopian claims of her society are underminsgeeially by time-travelers from a more distanbpign future
who plunge him into aspects of it hidden from hémgd hint that their future must be brought abouhisyactions.

m Star Trek(1966) science fiction television series by Geoeddenberry

= Imagine (songj1971) by John Lennon, prays for brotherhood of mvaich would exist in a utopia without hell
or heaven.

= The Ones Who Walk Away From Om€IB869), by Ursula K. Le Guin, describes what sevoeld call a very
close to perfect society but only by rationalizorge moral dilemma of a price.

= The Dispossessd@974), a science fiction novel by Ursula K. LeilGlis sometimes said to represent one of the
few modern revivals of the utopian genre, though itotable that one of the major themes of thekusthe
ambiguity of different notions of utopia. Le Guiregents a utopian world in which ditches do neegdidg, and
sewers need unblocking — this drudgery is dividexiag all adults, and is contrasted, in the langudgbe
utopia, with their everyday, more satisfying work.

= Woman on the Edge of Tir(E976) by Marge Piercy is a feminist science fisthovel in which the protagonist
must act to win the utopian future over an altéweatdystopian, one.

= Ecotopia (novel(1975) by Ernest Callenbach blends elements efsei fiction and utopian fiction in a future
North America where the west coast states of Oregtashington and northern California have secedsd the
U.S. to form an environmentally self-sustainablepia. (See ecotopian fiction).

= Dinotopia (1992) originally an illustrated book and now arded into other media, is about an island where
humans and dinosaurs coexist peacefully. Most @getarian, trade has replaced currency, and nateerefully
protected. However, it's inescapable, and somdiapéeased by this lifestyle, so one charactertpaint that the
word "Dinotopia"” doesn't mean "a utopia of dinosglit means "a terrible place."

m TheThree Californias TrilogyespeciallyThe Pacific Edg€1990)) and thélars trilogy by Kim Stanley
Robinson

= La Québéci€1990) by Francine Lachance

= The Giver(1993), a novel by Lois Lowry, depicts a "perfesttiety of the far future whose elimination of war
disease, fear, &c. comes at the inherent price@fépression of human emotions, individuality fred will.

= most of the stories iRuture Primitive: The New Ecotopig$994), edited by Kim Stanley Robinson

= The Hedonistic Imperativid996), an online manifesto by David Pearce, nedihow genetic engineering and
nanotechnology will abolish suffering in all semtidife.
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= The Kin of Ata Are Waiting for Yq@997) by Dorothy Bryant

= The Matrix(1999), a film by the Wachowski brothers, desaibevirtual reality controlled by artificial
intelligence such as Agent Smith. Smith says thaffirst Matrix was a utopia, but humans disbelicaad
rejected it because they "define their reality tigto misery and suffering." Therefore, the Matrixswadesigned
to simulate human civilization with all its suffeg.

= Equilibrium (2002), is a film and describes a future in wHieblings are forbidden. The movie is strongly
influenced by Brave New World (above), the dystapi&84 by George Orwell and the dystopian Fahrédadi
by Ray Bradbury.

= Xen: Ancient English Editiqr{2004) is a novel about a true Utopia, with sshli@vard Matriarchy, in the distant
future of Earth, "translated" by D.J. Solomon

= Ourtopia (2004) is not escapist, but Garrett Jones's malqdrojection of the ideal planet we should bekiray
towards (paperback or etext available from authwelssite).

= Ensaio sobre a LucidgZTreatise on Lucidity") by José Saramago (20@4}jcribes a city where there is 83% of
blank votes at an election.

= Globus Cassygq2004), is a project for the transformation af tarth into a large, hollow structure inhabited on
the inside, which would be organised by new tygdfesooieties and political systems.

m Phaeaciais an utopian island in Greek mythology.

m Gottfried Leibniz's assertion of the best of alspible worlds

Related terms and concepts

Abolitionism

Atopia

Aztlan

Brutopia

Cacotopia

Christian anarchism

Dystopia

Ecotopia

El Dorado

Eutopia

Garden of Eden

Heaven

Heterotopia - physical locale set apart from tiadgl public life where rules and expectationssarspended,
often to address moments of crisis or deviancegldped by Michel Foucault

Intentional Community

Kibbutz

K-PAXian

Omnitopia - a structural and perceptual enclavesstapparently distinct locales convey inhabitamis singular
place. Etymologically, the term reflects a neolagaf the Latin omni (all; ‘in all ways or places’ f all
things’) and the Greek topos (place).

Outopia

Regional planning

Simple living

Urban planning

Utopia Planitia

Utopian and dystopian fiction

Utopian socialism

Utopianism

Links on utopia

= Utopia and Utopianism (http://www.utopiaandutopgmnicom) is an academic journal specialising instigects
of utopia and utopianism.
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= Full text of Thomas More's Utopia (http://www.guibeng.net/etext/2130) from Project Gutenberg

= Utopia - The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Editi@@01 (http://www.bartleby.com/65/ut/Utopia.html)

= Utopia - Definition and History of the Term - TheWN Encyclopaedia Britannica
(http://www.uni-potsdam.de/u/anglistik/stud_projigseite/genre/utopia.html)

m Society for Utopian Studies (http://www.utorontdwtapia/) is the Main Page for the Society for UampStudies,
an international, interdisciplinary association aed to the study of utopianism in all its formsthaa particular
emphasis on literary and experimental utopias.

= The Abolitionist Society (http://www.abolitionistsiety.com/) is dedicated to the elimination offetihg through
science

= Utopia Creative Community (http://utopiagraphicsngpis a growing Utopian community for artists and
designers.

= Utopia Fan Site (http://cd.bromley.ac.uk/olegsy growing Utopia Fan community site.

= Utopia by Swirve Games (http://games.swirve.conpiatpis an interactive online game run in real time

Further reading

= Thinking Utopia: Steps Into Other Wor|d3erghahn Books, 2004, ISBN 157181440X, GooglatPri
(http://books.google.com/books?ie=UTF-8&vid=ISBN1871440X&id=3ye0vWc85eYC&dq)
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